
 

 

Unit 3:    Good Agricultural Practice 

Level:            4 

NLH:             30 

Value:          3 

 

This unit is internally set and internally assessed 

Unit aim 

The aim of this unit is to introduce learners to the general subject of agriculture, and its role 
within food production.  

Unit introduction  

Farming is a diverse subject covering a very wide range of activities. This unit covers 
general agriculture related to the production of food but some of the principles outlined 
will be applicable to the production of non-food materials.  
 
This unit has some references to livestock management but Unit 21: Livestock 
Management specifically covers the responsibilities of the livestock farmer. 
 
Over long periods of time farming and farming techniques have changed to take advantage 
of technical innovation and the economies of scale that these provide. Land management 
has also changed as a result. Sustainability in farming has become a key topic for debate 
as has the efficiency of production in relation to the world food shortage.  
 
The laws relating to farming and the economics of farming businesses are driven by 
stakeholder interests. These stakeholders wish to see managed ecology with specific 
conservation, employee safety and food safety and the industry response to this has been 
to integrate these requirements into a good agricultural model.  
 
Successful farming in the modern world requires knowledge of good agricultural practice 
(GAP) as it is recognised within regulatory frameworks and voluntary assessment schemes. 
The learner must consider the material in the context of a geographical location. The 
relative importance of the various points covered in the materials is heavily influenced by 
local legislation, water availability and soil classification. 
 
Upon completion of this unit the learner will be able to conduct assessments against the 
GAP standards operated by commercial organisations and will be able to manage teams 
of farm workers to deliver assured crops. The learner will understand why land 
management, farm worker safety, crop planning, water conservation and farm waste 
management are important. 

 

 



 

Outcomes of learning and assessment criteria  

To pass this unit, the learner needs to demonstrate that they can meet all the outcomes 

of learning. The assessment criteria determine the standard required to achieve the unit.  

 

Outcomes of learning Assessment criteria 

1 understand the 

need for planning 

in relation to 

sustainable 

farming  and food 

safety 

 

1.1 explain the principle of sustainability in relation to 

farming 

1.2 explain how a plan should be formulated and what 

activities should be included 

1.3 explain the principle of crop rotation  

1.4 explain a full rotation cycle, using examples 

2 understand 

mechanisms 

that should be 

used to control 

farming inputs 

2.1 
explain various farming inputs  

2.2 explain, with relevant examples, methods and purpose of 

recording farming inputs  

2.3 evaluate the potential for errors and their impact on farm 

productivity, crop safety and employee safety 

3 understand the 

benefits of 

good agricultural 

practice 

3.1 explain how Global GAP addresses the requirements of 

good agricultural practice 

3.2 evaluate the benefits of good planning, training, record 

keeping, equipment maintenance and stock control 

4 understand the 

risks of 

environmental 

pollution in 

farming 

4.1 identify potential sources of environmental pollution from 

farming activities 

4.2 explain what preventative measures can be employed to 

avoid contamination 

4.3 evaluate the impact of contaminations and the corrective 

measures that would be employed 

 



 

 

Unit content  

1  Understand the need for planning in relation to sustainable farming 

and food safety 

  

Land use 
 soil nutrition 

  crop rotation 
  application of chemicals 

 
 
Crop growing cycles 

 soil fertility 
  soil structure 

  soil chemistry 
 selection of crops 

 

 
Land preparation 

 risks presented by previous land use 
  drainage 
  prevention of soil erosion 

  field boundaries 
  sub-field boundaries 

 
 

2 Understand mechanisms that should be used to control farming 

inputs  
  

Farming inputs 
 fertilisers 
 pesticides 

 soil improvers 
 irrigation 

 seeds 
 rootstock 

 
 
Suppliers’ recommendations 

 safe application methods 
  timing 

  safety measures 
  approvals 

 

Legal restrictions 
 safe storage of chemicals 

 safe disposal of chemicals 
 chemical containers 

 

 



 

 
Record keeping 

 crop areas 
 land areas 

  land preparation 
 

 Planting 

  crop protection 
  product use 

 
Harvesting 

  post-harvest treatments 

 
 

3 Understand the benefits of good agricultural practice 

Customer requirements 

 retail customers 
  wholesale customers 

  Standards 
  scheme certification 

 

Health and safety 
 avoidance of accidents 

  avoidance of injury 
  prevention of chronic conditions 
  measures to reduce the impact of accidents 

  measures to deal with incidents 
  training; 

 supervision 

 

Sustainability 
 optimising productivity  

 eg soil fertility 
  crop rotation 
  prevention of soil erosion 

 
Measures to prevent soil compaction 

  use of fertilisers 
  use of compost 
  use of manures 

 
Training 

 operation of farm equipment  
  tractor licences 

  couplings and drive connections 
  health and safety risk assessments 
  chemicals handling – COSHH 

  sprayers’ licences 
  waste control 

 



 

 

Public image 
 responsible stewardship 

  ecology 

  Diversity 

  impact on the local community 

 
 

4 Understand the risks of environmental pollution in farming 
 

 
Sources of pollution 

 chemicals storage 

  chemicals preparation 
  fuel oil – storage, use 

  slurry pits 
  empty chemicals containers 
  poorly managed soil drainage 

 
Measures to prevent pollution 

 chemicals - handling procedures 
  containment of spillages 
 Training 

  regular inspection 
  review of facilities and activities 

 
Impact of pollution 

 increased danger 

  land lost 
  adverse publicity 

  cost of clear up 
  damage to the local ecology 
  economic impact to neighbours 

  increased insurance premiums 
  



 

 

Information for tutors  

Essential requirements 

There are essential requirements for this unit, although access to internet 

would be helpful.  

Delivery  

This is a self-managed learning program where the learner is entirely in control 
of the pace of learning and the stage at which they receive assessment. This 

method of delivery has been chosen because it allows learners maximum 
flexibility to program their study around any other work or home commitments.  

The learning materials are provided as a set of notes that provide a systematic 

and comprehensive set of reference documents. There is no time limit for the 
completion of the program but it is expected that each unit would be assessed 

within a 12 month period. Circumstances and possible exceptions to this 
operational limit would be considered on a case by case basis. The main reason 
for the 12 month limit is that the printed learning material is reviewed along with 

feedback from assessors and learners once per year by an editorial board that 
updates the material to ensure currency and relevance. 

 

The notes provided are self-contained and provide guidance where common 
mistakes are made in relation to farming practice, the likely impact of the 

mistake and tips for avoidance. These are intended to help the learner to think 
about the underlying principles within the materials and to apply them to real 

world situations. The learner is expected to read and understand the material 
provided. There is guidance to reference material that can be used to read 
around the subject and a list of assessment criteria that the learner can use to 

conduct self-assessment before they request formal assessment. Learning 
groups are not organised within the program but cooperation of learners is not 

discouraged in any way; in some cases it can be very beneficial for groups of 
students to discuss and compare views. 

 

Contact telephone numbers and an e-mail address is provided for learners who 
may be experiencing difficulties with the material, wish to provide feedback or 

have a complaint about the program. All contacts are recorded and, where 
appropriate, investigated and/or referred to the editorial board for consideration 
during the annual review of the leaning materials. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Assessment 

Assessment is a combination of multiple choice written examination and open 
book assessment interview. The multiple choice examination will cover all of 

the assessment criteria and the interview will be used to review the answers 
to establish how the learner has arrived at their answers. The aim of the 

assessment is not to gauge the learner’s ability to retain facts and figures but 
their understanding of the information provided and knowledge of where to 

find detail should this be required. The assessment interview may be 
organised using electronic VOI Protocols (Skype or similar), telephone or as a 
face to face meeting. 

For 1.1 the learner will need to explain the principle of sustainable agriculture 

and give two examples of GAP voluntary assessment schemes that promote 
this principle; to achieve 1.2 an explication of the fundamental requirements 

for a crop nutrient plan, and how can this be related to food safety. To 
achieve 1.3 the learner will provide an example of a crop rotation using 4 
different crop species over a 2 year period, and provide clarification of how 

this affects soil fertility. 

 For 2.1 the learner will risk assess 2 farm inputs for their impact on farm 
productivity, crop safety, environmental impact and employee safety. To 

achieve 2.2 the learner will need to design a format for the recording of 
pesticide and fertilizer applications based on a GAP standard, and explain 

what purpose these records serve. 

3.1 The leaner will have to identify areas of Global GAP that clearly relate to 
good agricultural practices and their relation to sustainability; to achieve 3.2 
the leaner will evaluate the benefits of good planning, training, record 

keeping, equipment maintenance and stock control, and how these issues 
can be monitored and controlled. 

For 4.1 the learner will identify at least four potential sources of 

environmental pollution from farming activities; to achieve 4.2 they will need 
to explain what preventative measures can be employed to avoid the 
potential contamination. Finally, to achieve 4.3 the learner will evaluate the 

impact of two of the contaminations identified in 4.1, and the corrective 
measures that would need to be employed. 

When the learner is confident that they understand the unit materials he/she 

contacts the programme manager and an assessor is assigned. The assessor 
is selected from the Institute of Food Science and Technology register of 

assessors and mentors. This is a list of food industry professionals who have 
their qualifications, background and experience assessed annually and are 
recognised experts in specific food industry sectors. Once an assessor has 

been assigned he/she arranges a mutually convenient time and method of 
contact and an assessment takes place. The multiple choice exam is issued 

to the assessor and he/she times the exercise and collects the results by file 
transfer. 

 

 

 

 



 

Suggested resources 

The unit learning materials are in the form of printed material with a general 
description of the origins and background to good agricultural practice. Learners 

will need access to a computer connected to the internet to allow assessment 
unless special arrangements can be made with an assessor to have a face to 
face assessment. 

Books  

 

Code of Good Agricultural Practice for the Protection of Soil (1998); Defra Publications 

(PB0617) 

 

Code of Good Agricultural Practice for the Protection of Water(1998); Defra Publications 

(PB0587) 

 

Code of Good Agricultural Practice for the Protection of Air. (1998); Defra Publications 

(PB0618) 

 

Best Farming Practices: Profiting from a Good Environment (2001); Environment Agency 

 

Websites  

 

Food Safety Authority:  www.food.gov.uk  

 

Global GAP:  www.globalgap.org  

 

Agricultural practice:  www.defra.gov.uk 

 

Code of Good Agricultural Practice:  www.dardni.goc.uk 

 

Soil Association:  www.soilassociation.org 

 

LEAF:  www.leafuk.org 

 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Principles:  www.epa.gov 

 

What is sustainable agriculture?  www.fwi.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.food.gov.uk/
http://www.globalgap.org/

